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PREFACE 


lam not a ‘born-poet’, But occasionally, | 
used to write ‘Slokas’ in Sanskrit and short-poems in 
Oriya too for the last three decades. If 1 am known 
either in Orissa or elsewhere in the country, lam 
known mainly for my oratorical performances or for my 
contributions in Oriya (my mother.tong ue) English and 
Hindi. About 4 years ago, when Dr. Satyavrata 
Shastri became the Vice-chancellor of Sri Jagannatha 
Sanskrit University, Puri (Orissa), | was a member 
of the Syndicate. | was deeply impressed with his 
poetic talents and his critical contributions to the field 
of Indology. It so happened one day that |! made up 
my mind to approach Lord Jagannatha with folded- 
hands to bless me with poetic powers in Sanskrit, in 
addition to all that HE has given me, This was a 
sequal! ‘to a discussion with Dr, Shastri regarding his 
poem (of 100 verses) on the beauties of Germany, 
where he stayed for sometime as a professor. This 
poem has perhaps been captioned sry uaa: ଷ୍ୃର୍ଧ nf. 
1 felt that somebody sholuld write a similar poem to 
be named ‘sfagea: gaw faut, high-lighting the 
beauties of Kalinga (or modren Orissa). Then, 
a question arose in my mind, ‘Can’t 1 de it myself” ? 
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After this incident by about 8 P, M., I went 
to the sea-beach (as Puri is right on the sea) by about 
9 P.M tI sat on the white sands and after a tew 
minutes, | started the recitation of Slokas_ Suddenly, a 
person with beards, looking like a Sanyesee, appeared 
before me and asked me as to what |! was reciting. 
1 was then reciting some Slokas from the famous 
atsonomical work, ‘The Sinddhaanta Darpanah’ of 
Orissa’s famous astronomer late Chandrasekhar Singha 
Samanta. Within about 5 minutes discussion, he told 
me that it was high-time-that | should implore the mercy 
of Lord Jagannatha to be blessed with poetic talents 
in Sanskrit. He could also tell me within a minute or 
so,that | was then thinking of writing a poem in 
Sanskrit by imploring the mercy of Lord Jagannatha. 
This took me by surprise. 

During our talk. he indicated to me a particular 
time when I should go to the temple and offer 
prayers. Immediately, | saw some other persons 
passing that way. They could recognise me from my 
voice and out of curiosity, came nearer, When |! 
talking to them this Sanyaasee disappeared, | tried to 
spot him out, but I could ‘get no trace of him, The 
whole thing appeared to me to be mysterious. The 
same was the reaction of the other gentlemen when 
1 narrated the story of my discussion with the 
Sanyaasee a little earlier. Sanyaasees are proverbially 
mysterious. 

As indicated: by the Sanyaasee, | went to the 
temple, The right moment came and in mute voice, I 
placed my desire at the lotus feet of the Lerd, There 
after, | came out of the temple and took rest ina 
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lodging house, By 2 A, M. at night, | felt somehow 
that ! should immediately write some Slokas in 
Sanskrit Within 2 days | wrotea Sataka (a Kaavyam 
of 100 verses) and the title of the Kaavyam is ‘Kalinga 
Desa Satakam“’. It may also be named as “‘Kalinga- 
desh Sutaraam Vibhaati’. Later on, | could compose 
Slokes with no difficunty, After some days, 1 
attempted to write Slokas on Lord Jagannatha 
HIMSELF. On the day of the Car.festival in 1987, 
four of my Stotras (short devotional poems), noW 
compiled in this book were published in four important 
daily news papers of Orissa viz., The Samaaj, The 
Prajaatantra, The Maatrubhoomi, and The Samvaad. 
Therefore, I ackowledge my deep debt of gratitude to 
the respected Editors. The other poems that have been 
written in the meantime by me are being processed 
for publication. To popularise Sanskrit in contemporary 
India, | have written many poems and they are being 
brought out with their English and -Oriya translations 
by me in separate editions 


1 am grateful to the GAJAPATI MAHARAJA 
OF PURI Sri Sri Sri Divyasimha Deva, the Aadi-Sevaka 
of Lord Jagannatha for the inspiration he infuses into 
me from time to time to write in Sanskrit and | have, 
there-fore, dedicated this ‘Jagannatha Keertanam’ 
to him. 


Thanks are also due to Sri Kaviraj Nayak, a 
post-Graduate student of the Siva Kumar P, G, 
Coaching Centre (1987-88) Bhubaneswar (founded 
and run by me) for his pains in preparing the press- 
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copy of the English translation of the verses made 
by me as well as to my Stenographers Sri Sudhakar 
Pradhan, Sri Amiya Kumar Mohapatra and Sri Nakul 
Chandra Sahu for the iabour at the various stages 
of its press-copy and printing in a press in Puri, | 
am also highly thankful to Sri Bansidhar Ratha, the 
proprietor of the Sri Narayan Press, Puri, for his 
Co-operation ‘in the printing of this book within a 


very short time. 


Prof. G. K. Brahma 
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A few facts about Jagannatha 


1) Jagannatha is the principal deity 
worshipped in the famous temple of the Lord 
focated in the sacred city of Puri (right on the 
Bay of Bengal, in the state of Orissa (one of 
the states in the Republic of India.) 


2) In the main temple of Jagannatha, 
three other deities are worshipped, namely, 
Balabhadra, Subhadraa and Sudarsana. They 
are known as the Chaturdhaa Moorti or the 
fourfold expression of the Lord, 


3) The temple of the Lord is known by 
various names such as (i} Sri-mandir (ii) The 
Bada (great) deul (temple) (iii) The Jagannatha 
temple (iv) The Puri temple etc. Puri is consi- 
dered to be one of the most ancient cities 
of india. 


5) The city of Puri is known by many 
names such as Jagannatha dhaama, Srikshetra, 
Neelaadri, Neelagiri (Both ‘adri’ and ‘giri’ mean 
a hill), Sankha-Kshetra, Jagannatha Kshetra 
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etc. The present name of the city i, €. Puri is 
only an abbreviation (through popular usage) 
of Jagannatha Puree (or the city of Jagannatha 
and by this name, this city was known 
centuries ago Some scholars nold the view 
that Jagannatha was known popularly as 
‘Purushottama’ and there-fore, the city was 
called- ‘Purushottama Puree’ Through popular 
usage, only ‘Puree’ remains as the name of 
the city Some say, Purushottama became ‘Puree 
through phonetic corruption. During. British 
rule in Orissa 15603-1947} the spelling of 
the word became ‘Puri’ But it should be 
‘Puree’ 


6) This holy city is known as Yamanika 
Teertha, Kusasthalee, Uddeeyaana Peetha, 
Uchhista Kshetra etc. 


7) It has not been possibile until now 
(1988) to fix the antiquity of Jagannatha. But 
the general view is that the worship of 
Jagannatha has been taking piace since the 
prechristian centuries. It may even be anterior 
to Lord Buddha of the 6th century B. C, 


8) Indradyumna, a king of Avanti 
was the legendary builder of the Puri 
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iii 
temple. Historians have not been able to 
identify this king. But, puranic accounts about 


this king have penetrated into the marrow of 
the devotees. 


9) The present temple of Jagannatha 
was built in the 12th century A, D. on the 
site of another temple built earlier, 
When.the earlier temple built by king Yayaati 
became old and decripit, King Choraganga. 
Deva (the founder of the Ganga dynasty in 
Orissa in the 12th century A. D,) built this. 
massive temple. It is, even now, one of the 
biggest temples of India. Its height is more 
than 210 feet and the thickness of the stone- 
walls baffels the imagination of the common 
man, Itis one, of the finest examples of the 
Kalinga School of. Temple Architecture and. 
has integrated into its texture, the three. other 
forms of temple architecture in India (namely, 
the Naagara or north-indian school, the 
Dravidian school of South-tndia and the 
Vesara school of Western India. 

10) There is a raised platform in. the 
sanctum sanctorum of the main temple known 
as, the Ratnavedi, On.this platform. (Vedi) 
are seated the deities (from the left, to. the.right 
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as we stand before them: - fi) Balabhadra 
(ii) Subhadraa and (iii: Jagannatha They 
constitute the ‘Trio’ of the Puri temple, 
Sudarsana is seen to the left of Jagannatha. 
Thus they are the four-fold manifestations 
(chaturdhaa-moorti) of the Lord of the Universe. 


11) in front of the main temple which 
faces the east, there are three more segments 
or sections, namely, the Jagamohana or the 
Mukhasaataa‘Porch), the Naatamandira (Dancing 
Hall) and the Bhogamandapa (refactory). The 
Sections are contiguous and they can be 
seen clearly from the main road, 

12) in olden days, there was a hill there 
and in a cave of the hill, the Lord was 
worshipped by an aboriginial chief whose 
name was Viswaavasu. The hill was looking 
bluish with the thick vegetation covering its 
body and therefore, perhaps, it was called 
Neela (Blue) giri (Hill) 

At that time, the name of the deity’ was 
Neela-maadhava. Through transformations at 
several stages, the four-fold manifestation of 
the Lord (as stated earlier) came to .be 
worshipped But it is beyond human intelligence 
to fix the dates of the stages of transformation. 
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13) The hill was called Neelaadri, But 
when Indradyumna came into prominence in 
the history of the Lord, the Biue-Hill (Neela- 
giri) was selected as the site for the 1st 
massive temple constructed by him. So, the 
upper portion of the hill was chopped off to 
provide a base for the proposed temple. Now, 
the temple of Jagannatha is seen surrounded by 
a cluster of temples, numbering more than 70. 
Most of the temples stand on a spacious 


platform (which was the lower portion of the 
hill before it was dressed to suit the purpose’, 
which is more than 4,00,000 sq, ft. in area. 


14) There are four gates for entry into the 
temple. The east-facing gate, (the Lion-gate) 
is the most important one for the visitors. The 
gates on the South, the West and the North 
are known as the Horse-gate, the Tiger-gate 
and the Elephant-gate.e The placement 
of the images of these animals at the entrance 
is responsible for the nomenclature of the 
gates. In the North-gate, the elephants are 
a little away from the gate-way. 
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vi 
The qreatness of Lord Jagannaihna 


The greatness of Lord Jagannatha may 
be stated in the following manner. But, to 
have a better idea about each, either a study 
of an extensive literature or a discussion 
with a knowledgeable person is necessary, 


1) Jagannatha is commonly known as 
Vishnu Purushottama (the cosmic sustainer of 
Hindu mythology) But he is worshipped as a 
synthesis of the five principal! deities of the 
Hindus namely, Vishnu Siva, Purga (Sakti 
or Chandee, Surya (Sun) and Ganapati. On 
diffierent days of the year, he is worshipped 
as the other four Gods, than Vishnu. 
So, when a devotée goes to the Puri temple, 
he oifers prayers to Lord Jagannatha not 
merely (or absolutely) as Vishnu, but also as 
his ‘Istadeva’ or the highest objeet of worship 
according to his own cult. This is one of the 
out- standing features of the cult of Jagannatha. 

ii) Jagannatha is equally claimed by the 
Vedic Hindus, the Jains, the Buddhists and 
the aboriginal tribes, from the view-points -of 
the icons worshipped and many things 
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vii 
pertaining to the vidhis (practices) of the 
temple. 


iii The caste-system of India (as we see 
it now) is a social disease of the worst type, 
The result is that the people of the higher 
sections of the society look down upon the 
people of the lower strata with scorn and 
contempt. It is unthinkable for a Brahman to 
pirtake food from the same plate with a 
Harijan But, surprisingly enough, the food 
offered to Lord Jagannatha is unique from 
the view-point of caste-discrimingtion, The 
food consisting of boiled rice and vegetable 
dishes is known as Mahaaprasaad and it is a 
prophy!actic agatnst caste-considerations, 
Hindus of a!l castes can and do dine together 
if Mwaehaaprasaad is served. 


iv) Lord -Jagannatha controis the socio- 
cultural life of Orissa, In the 12 .months of 
the year, 13 major festivals are held and the 
minor festivals are about one hundred. 


The following ‘festivals‘are colourful and 
significant. Huge crowds of spectators and 
devotees congregate in Puri to witness the 
festivals. 
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Vili 
1) The Car-festival (Rathayaatraa in june- 
July every year (for 9 days). 


2) The Chandan Yaatraa (for 21 days) in 
Vaisaakha~Jyestha. 


3) Jhulan Yaatraa, 
4) The Snaana Poornimaa. 
5) The Dolayaatraa, 


In such years as have two months of 
Aashaadha in one calenderical year, the 
Navakalevara (New~Body ceremoney) of the 
Lord is held. Normally, this takes place once 
in 8 to 19 years. The congregation is the 
biggest on that occasion. 


v) Jagannatha is a syntheses of the 
various gods and goddesses worshipped by 
the Hindus, To highlight this aspect of the 
Lord, Jagannatha jis dressed on different 
occasions to appear like different gods. .Some 
of his dresses (Veshas, as they are called) 
attract large crowds of spactators. 


vi) Four kinds of poojaas (or ways of 
worship) are current in the various temples 
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ix 
and centres of worship in India. They are :=- 
i) Vedic (il) Puranic tiii) Taantrik (iv) and 
Saavara. Al! these kinds of poojaas are 
current in the Puri temple. This is rarely to be 
seen in any famous temple of India, 


vii) The icons or deities have been 
coloured as follows’- (i) Jagannatha-Black 
(ii) Balabhadra-white (iii) Subhadraa yellow 
Sudarsana-Red. 


According to the scholars snd critics of 
art alike, these four colours symbolise the 
four major groups of human beings found all 
over the world with bodies of different colours 
such as (1) the people of India and Africa, (2) 
the Europians (3) the Chinese and (4) the Red- 
Indians ‘etc, So, Jagannatha is a deity of the 
entire human aociety. 


viii) Due to constant feuds and fights 
between the Hindus and the non-Hindu for 
severa! centuries, admittance into the Temple 
was restricted only to ‘orthodox Hindus”. But 
this does not mean, even now, that only Hindus 
can touch the deities. On the occasion of the 
world-famous Car-festival, any human being 
can go nearer the deities and. even touch them 
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if necessary, without any traditional or legal 
objection. 

| {ix) Lord Jagannatha had attracted, in 
the past, the greatest of Indian. Saints, 
Saadhus and religious Preaches like Sankara 
Raamaanuja, Maddhwa, Nimbaarka, Vallabha, 
Chaitanya, Naanak, Kabir, Tulasidaas, Sankar 
Deva, Raama Daas, Miraabaai etc. 


Every one of these great persons took shelter 
at the’ lotus feet of the Lord, but no one could 
make Lord Jagannatha the only object - of 
worship of his own cult or creed, So, unlike 
most other famous temples of India, Jagannatha 
belongs to no particular sect, cult or creed. 


X) Generally speaking, the ‘Trio’ of the 
Puri temple stands for the cosmic ‘Trio’ of the 
Purans, namely— 

i) Subhadraa- Lord Brahmaa, the creator 
of the Universe, 

0) Jagannatha-Lord Vishnu, the cosmic 
sustainer, Pe | 

_ iii) Balabhadra-Lord Rudra (SIVA), the 
cosmic destroyer. 

Again, according to another traditional 


belief or interproctation,- 
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i) Subhadraa symbolises Saktism (or the 
goddess sakti). 

ii) Jagannatha-Vaishnavism. 

iii) Baiabhadra-Saivism, 

For several centuries these three deities 
headed the principal religious cults in the entire 
sub-continent. Furthermore, according to 
Vaishnavite scholars, the Trio is nothing 


other then the following :- 


i) Jagannatha-Lord Sri Krishna. 

ii) Balabhadra-Sri Krishna's elder brother. 

iii) Subhadraa-the sister of fgSrikrishna 
and Balabhadra. 


The important temples inside the outer 
enclosure wall are many. But the following 


are most important: — 
i) The temple of Ganesh. 


il) The temple of Vimalaa. 
iii) The temple of Laxmee. 


i 


iv) The Chaturdhaama temple (near the 
west-facing gate) where we can see the images 
of the presiding deities of the other three 
dhaamas viz. 
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Xii 
i) Southern Dhaama-Raamesweram. 
ii) Western Dhaama-Dwaarakaa 
iii) Northern Dhaama-Badrinaatha 


Puri, of course, is the Eastern Dhaam 
with Jagannatha as the presiding deity. 


Other attractions of Peoari. 


i) The sea-beach is exclaimed to be one 
of the best beaches of the world. ii) The 
Gundichaaghar (iii) The Mathas and temples 
connected with the various religious Gurus 
and cutfts of [India etc. and about 50 more 
things of diverse cultural significance, 


My book “Visit Puri” may also be 
perused, 


( 


come ate nN CMO DOLOT 2 at  — 
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DEDICATION 


I dedicate this collection of 
ny poems on Lord Jagannatha to 
Sri Sri Divyasimha Deva, 
the Gajapati Maharaja of Puri 
and 


the Adi-Sevaka of Lord Jagannatha. 


Prof. Gouri Kumar Brahma 
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faua-qgo 


ଏଷଅ-ମାନ୍ୀମ 


ମୀ -ର୍ଷନଖମ୍ମ୍‌ 
ଓଙ୍ସୀସ୍ମ 


* « 


କ୍ସ ୨୩-୩୯୪୮ 


ଖାର ଆଏ: ଆମ୍‌ 
ବା କସ୍‌ 
ସ୍ମ କମ୍‌ 
Oe 
ସ୍ମ 
{ସଂ ଥଙ୍କଙ୍‌ 
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TTTA-F GT 


dAdo 


ଖଖମସୀଷ ଆ ସସୀଧ ଖଥବ 

ଖମସ୍ୀଷ ସ୍ଥ ସହ ମମ୍‌ 
ଖେ ସଆ ହି ସହ ଖେ କଫ 

ସଆ ଖଜଆ ହୁଁ ବଞ୍ଖ ମମ 
ସଖା ମୁ ସଖୀ 

ସହ ମଧ ସୁ ମମ୍‌ 
ମି ଷଝ୍ବୀମ ଖିଆ ଞ୍ସ୍ଧୀମ 

ଖଆ ଞୂସ୍ବମ ଞ୍ ମୀମ୍‌ 


— th — 
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3ଞ୍ଷୀଆଅରମମ୍ଭ 


( ? ) 


ଖା ଝି ମ୍ମ ଧୀଗସମ-ରଞମସ- 
ମସମ-ଅମ-ସ୍ ପନ -{ ଗୟ 

ଖ-ନd-g {Su q-Mq-fପ- 
nsୁa-nfe caf - aaa 


Oh my mind ! Think deeply of HIM (or 
render such services as will please HIM) WHO 
is rich and resourcefut with the thoughts of 
devotion offered to HIM daily by thousands of 
men and women and WHO is very much fond 
of showing HIS grace (to HIS devotees) in the 
sublime Temple (in Puri), the greatness of 
which is reflected in the integration of numerous 
(religious) faiths (that constitute the 
Jagannatha Dharma or the cult of Jagannatha). 


2 
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( ୧ ) 
ଅଖ ସଫ ସଂଖ ବି ମଙ 
ପୀଝ ଖତ ତ ଞମ୍ୀଞ ଆମ୍‌ 
ସଧ-ଅa-zଙ ଝu-sMfma-faa 


ମୀ ama | 


Oh human beings ! Take shelter in 
HIM who is “Birth-less” (AJA), in case the 
God (or idea) of Death inculcates in you any 
kind of fear (of misery and suffering). On the 
day of the (World- famous) Car-festival ‘of 
Jagannatha), when HE (Jagannatha) is seated 
on the Chariot (before it is pulled by the 
people), think deeply of HIM in as much as, 
HE is eternally without fear and by your taking 
shelter in HIM, you will reamin beyond the 
purview of the fear of death, 


NOTE: 
On the occasion of the Car-festival, 


Lord Jagannatha is worshipped as the “SUN- 
GOD” 
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oloTaI-1HTd-TA0IH 


(3% ନଳୀ ହ୩ସ୍‌ସ କୀଞ୍ଝସୀଫ କୀ ତୀ) 
JAGANNATHA PRABHATA SMARANAM 


(The initial letters of the 12 lines constitute a 
famous Vaishnava mantra). 


( + ) 
ଓ ମମ {କଗ 
ମମ୍ପୀନ୍ଭ ଝଷ୍ {ଅଟୁ ମସ । 
ସୀ ଫଁ ଷୁଷଫ ୮୪୩ 
ଷର ଖ୍୩ସୀଧଷ ମପଙ । 


A 


Early in the morning, I think of 
Jagannatha, who is a manifestation of ‘Om’ 
{in physical form), who is the overlord of my 
mind, who is the embodiment of divinity, (and 
before whom | bow down, who is like a boat 
to cross the Ocean of this cycle of births and 
deaths, who(only)is capable of giving salvation 
(to the living beings),who is beautiful to look at 
and who is all-powerful to destroy nescience or 
illusion (which is the cause of human misery) 


4 
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( ୧ ) 
aftos-୍ ଷ୍ୀଷଙମ 
ସେସ ଏକ ୪୍ାସ 
ଷି୍ୀମ୍ଚ ସାବ କହକ 
ସୀ ସବସ a । 

Very early in the morning,sl think deeply 
of Jagannatha, whose physical stature is 
gigantic. whose eyes are as big as fully 
blossomed lotuses, who is seen always with 


Balabhadra, who is lusturous and who dispels 
all sorts of fear (from the minds of the people). 


( ଃ ) 
ଞଷର ଅବ ଅସହ 
ଅସ: ଷର୍ଞ ୧୩୪ ଏସ {ମ୍ବ । 
ସୀସାଞଗୀଖ: ସସ: ଷର 
ଅର୍ଥ ସସ ଧମ ଝା । 
Very early in the morning, ! think of 
Jagannatha, who shines bright.always in the 
company of Subhadra and Sudarsana, who can 


not be fully deseribed by “human, speech and 
who fulfils the desires of his devotees by 


giving them boons. 
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oTIATA-UGdStATUTA 


JAGANNATHA-PRABHATA-SMARANAM 


( ୧ ) 


ମୀତୀ ଷୀଧ ବଷର 
ଥେ ମ୍ମ ¬ ଙ୍ ବମ । 
୩: ଅୟଫ୩zg faaraa 
୪୩ ଖସ ଧମଙୀଧ୍ 


Very early in the morning and with profound 
devotion, | think of (Lord) Jagannatha, who 
is the over-Lord of the Blue- Hill (on which 
stands the far-famed Jagannatha Temple of 
Puri’, who is known as Purushottama (in 
ancient Sanskrit texts), who is highly beautiful! 
to look at, who resides in the cave-like 
sanctum of the gigantic temple (known as the 
Jagannatha Temple), whose eyes are very 
broad and who gives protection to those that 
have none else to give them shelter. 
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NOTE: 

(I) The Blue Hili—The temple of 
Jagannatha stands on a hillock, the upper 
portion of which had been chopped off to 
provide a spacious base for the temple of the 
Lord to be built. In the ancient Sanskrit works. 
the name of the hillock is Neelagiri (= Blue 
Hill), The name of the hillock might have been 
connotative (in some sense) in olden days. 


(ll) In Puranic Literature, the popular 
name of Jagannatha is Purushottama, which 
is another name of Vishnu, the cosmic 
sustainer in Hindu mythology. 

(il) The circular eyes of Lord Jagannatha 
are abnormally big. 


(IV) The temple of the Lord is really 
‘Great’. It is one of the biggest temples of india. 
The image of the Lord is seated on a raised 
platform (known as the Ratnavedi; in the 
sanctum sanctorum of the temple, 


( ଛ ) 
ପୀତ ଗା ଗଳ ହ୩ଙନ୍ 
ର୍ଷ ସଫଳ ଖସ 
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ଶସ: ଝମg ୩୩୬-୧ 
ଙଷୀ ୩୮1୪-୮ _ 


Very early in the morning and with 
profound devotion, | think of Lord Jagannatha 
who is fond of festivals, who is (daily) served 
several delicious dishes and confections (with 
a variety of condiments), who is fond of arts 
like music and dance, who is dressed [ike 
(Lord) Ganesha (on the full-moon day of the 
month of Jyestha. and the basic truths about 
whose shape, Size etc. are very difficult to 
understand. 


NOTES : 
(1) Festivals—In the 12 months of 


the year, 13 major festivals are held in honour 
of the Lord, 


(il) The word ‘Bhoga’ is used in the 
Puri temple in a specific sense. {It means, 
“items of food offered to the Lord”. More 
than 80 varieties of food are offered. 


(If) Before the Lord retires to sleep 
by mid-night, items of dance and music are 
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presented to entertain him. The maahaar;j 
Dance of the Lord has taken the form of the 
‘now-famous’ Orissi dance. Portions of the 
celebrated Geeta-Govinda of Jayadeva are 


also recited by mid-night. 


(IV) Ganesha Roopam-Lord Jagannatha 
is dressed like Lord Ganapati {with the head 
of an elephant) and worshipped on a raised 
platform (known as the Snaana Vedi) 
within the outer enclosure of the Puri Temple. 
The story goes that a pilgrim of the down 
south (a staunch devotee to Ganapati) refused 
io see the Lord on the Ratnavedi of the 
sanctum (as Jagannatha was different from 
Ganapati, whom ‘the devotee considered to 
be the only object of worship). After he 
saw a dream, he visited the main temple. 
To his great surprise, he saw, on the 
Ratnavedi only, his adored Lord Ganapati 
and. not Jagannatha and the other deities. 
When this came to the notice of the then 
ruler of Orissa, the Ganesh-vesha (dress) 
of. Jagannatha was instituted and even 
now, on that very day (Poornima of the 
month: of .Jyestha), Jagannatha is dressed 
as Ganesha. 
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{V) Even now, there are dozens of 
theories about Jagannatha, his antiquity, 
his shape and size, his ways of worship 
etc. It has not been possible for any 
scholar to speak of Jagannatha without 
the least iota of doubt. Hence his 
‘Tatwa’ is ‘Abodhya’. 


( ¥ ) 
ସଷଷର୍ ସମମ-ମମନପ୍ଫ 
ଖୁସ ସୁ ¬ କମ । 
ଯ୩୩୩: ଅଞ୍ଷଂୀg ଷ୍‌ 
୩୮ ଖସ ସଡ" । 


Very early in the morning and with deep 
devotion, t think of (Lord) Jagannatha, who 
is called ‘Vaamana’, while he remains 
seated on the chariot (during the world- 
famous Car-Festival),, who is worshipped 
also as the SUN (god) when he is on the 
chariot (during the Car-Festival), who, 
(though basically, one) has manifested 
himself in four different forms (namely, 
Jagannatha, Balabhadra, Subhadraa and 
Sudarsana) who is an ocean of compassion, 
and who is without hands and feet. 
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NOTES : 


(Il) Thought it is said that ‘Jagannatha’ 
(one deity) is worshipped in the Puri 
Temple, still the fact remains that four 
manifestations of the Lord, known by 
different names, are actually worshipped 
in the Puri Temple. Their names have 
been enumerated in the preceding Para, 
But generally speaking. when we say “‘we 
are going to see Jagannatha”’, what we 
really mean is that we are going to see 


all the four manifestations of the Lord. 


(Il) Jagannatha has arms but no 
hands. He has legs but no feet. The 
traditional view is that the image has been 
fabricated according to a passage of the 
Swetaaswatara Upanishat which runs thus- 
*Apaanipaadojavano graheetaa’’. Even without 
the limbs, HE is able to hold things and 
move form place to place. 


(¥) 


ର୍ପ ଧ୍ଧ ସା ଷଷସ ଅଆ 
ଞ୍ଥ୍ମୀସଖୀଝ ସସ ସଖଧସ: । 


11 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


ଘଷା ୩g ସ ଏ 
ସଙ୍ଥ କମ a—-ଏମ । 


Very early in ‘the morning and with 
profound devotion, | think of (Lord) 
Jagannatha, who puts on golden ornaments 
{on particular days of the year), whose 
food does not admit any kind of caste— 
distinction (so that, high-caste Brahmans 
and low-caste Harijans do partake 
Mahaprasad (the name of the food offered 
to Jagannatha) from the same piate), who 
‘is known (also) as Daaru-Brahma and who 
is worshipped as Bhairava (an expression 
of Lord Siva, the cosmic destroyer of Hindu 
mythology). 


NOTES : 


(Il) Jagannatha is dressed with golden 
ornaments on many occasions, But the 
most important occasion deserves mention, 
On the last day of the Car Festival, the 
Lord comes back to the temple area but 
remains on the chariot, The next day 
(11th tithi) he is dressed ‘on the chariot) 
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with very costly gollen ornanants and 
rhousands of people see HiM without 
difficulty. 


(11) Mahaprasaada-T his normally consists 
of boiled rice, dal, vegetable dishes etc, 
This is the only food in the entire Hindu 
worid which transcends all barriers of 
caste, creed etc. It is really a “wonder 
of the present-day Hindu world”, torn 
asunder with caste-discriminations. 


(Iii) Daaru Roopa-The word Daaru 
means wood. The body of Jagannatha'’s 
image has been fabricated out of wood. it 
is a log of the margosa (Nimba) tree. In that 
part of image which corresponds to the heart 
of the human body, there is a cavity, 
which contains a ‘“‘sealed casket’. It has 
never been opened and no body knows 
what it really contains. That object in the 
casket is c nsidered to be the symbolic 
(and physical) representation of the Brahma 
of the Upanishats. Since “Brahma” is 
contained in an wooden cavity, Lord 
Jagannatha is called ‘“‘Daaru- Brahma”. 


(iV) It has been said- ‘Jagannathast 4 
Bhairavah’’. Since Bharava is a form or ‘an 
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expression of’ Lord Siva, Jagannatha has 
been described as Umesa or Lord Siva 
(as the devotees, in general, understand 
the meaning of Bhairava. 


(x ) 


ଷସୀ ମଙ୍ଗ 
{ସନସ-ଝି୩ {ସଜ ସିଷସଂଖମପ । 
ଚୀଖ: ମଫ୩ୀନ ସ୍‌ କୀନୀ 
ସସ ଜମସୀଧମାସଙ୍କ ଏମ୍‌ । 


Very early in the morning and with 
profound devotion, | think of (Lord) 
Jagannatha, who jis seen always in an 
embracing Pose (indicative of deep love 
for all human beings) who, puts on the 
dresses of several gods (of the Hindu 
pantheon), who is known (also) as (Dakshina) 
Kaalikaa and whose formis beyond human 
comprehension. 


NOTES : 


(1) The two arms of the image of 
Jagannatha are in embracing pose, 
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(11) On different days of the year, 
Jagannatha is dressed and worshipped 
as different gods (worshipped by the Hindus). 
The idea Dbehind this practice is that 
Jagannatha is an intergration or synthesis of 
the various gods that the Hindus worship. 
The dresses are, of course, symbolic. 


(ll) It has been said:— 
*“Srikshetre tu Jagannathah?3 
Swayam Dakshina Kaalikaa”, 
So, devotees to the Mother goddess 
Kaalee worship HIM as Kaalikaa. 


(IV) There are many theories about 
the various aspects of Jagannatha but no 
theory is fully acceptable to the total 
rejection of the others. Hence, the conception 
of Jagannatha is inexplicable. 
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Xa 0eBH 
SMARANA PANCHAKAM 
( ୧ ) 


ଷଷ୍ମ ବି ସ୍ଫ ରବ୍‌ଧମଉଷଣ ସା 
୩ ସମ ଗସ ଷସ୍ମ୍୍ବ ସୀ 
ଝଞ୍ଲ ଞଷର ସମ୍ପ ପବ 
ଷୀ ଜମସୀଷମ୍ଙ ତ୍ୟ ମମ । 

Whether | am in the heaven or on 
the face of the earth, whether | am in my 
own house or in the forest or in some- 
body else’s house, whether | am in a state 
of dream or consciousness or in deep 


slumber, may my mind remain saturated 
with profound devotion to (Lord) Jagannatha. 


( ଦହ ) 
୪ରସହା ସୀ ଦ୍ଧ ସୀ 
ଲଟ ସ୍ୟ ଅଗ୍ଷଙ୍ାବା | 
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କାଆୀଖ୍ଆ ସୀ ମ୍‌ ଏଙ୍ଦଞ 
ଷଞୀ ଖଟ ଅତ ମଞ | 


Whether | am in a sweet-meat stall 
(or a hotel} or | am in a school, 
whether { am on the play-ground or 
I am deeply engaged in merry-making, 
whether | am in an office or on the verge 
of punishment by a court of law, may my 
mind remain saturated with profound 
devotion to (Lord) Jagannatha. 


( ଃ ) 
ୁଷୀବଏଖଷେଙ- ୩୧ 
ଝିଆ ଅଞ୍ୀ ମ୍ଙ୍ୀସ ପମଖ୍ାଖ 
ହୋ ସ୍ୀଖୀସଷବ 4 ସୀ 
ଅସୀ ଖ୩ସୀଧଞ୍ ଖ୍ୟ ମ । 

Whether | am in a state of ecstatic 
rapture due to the birth of a son or! am 
in a state of suffering due to physical 
illness caused by diseases or ft! am in a 
state of affliction due to severe wounds 
on my body caused by weapons etc., may 
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my mind remain saturated with profound 
devotion to (Lord) Jagannatha. 


(¥ ) 


ଅମଜ୍ୀମଖୀଷୀରଷବ ଝା 
{ସୟ ୀସସୀଙ ଶସ ଅଧ । 
ଝୀସମ ସୀ ସଂ ଅସୀମ ସ[ 
ଅସୀ ଜମସୀଷମଫ ମମୀ ମଧ 


Whether it is an occasion when | 
am given felicitations or it is a moment when 
I come to know that some people speak 
ill of me (with regard to my activities Or 
actions), whether it is an occasion when 
donations are given to my or I am put to 
financial loss (for what-so-ever reason) or 
whether it is a moment when | feel that 
My pecuniary conditions are steadily improving 
may my mind remain saturated with 
profound devotion to (Lord) Jagannatha. 


( x ) 


ଆTTa(ASଙ ସବ ବଙ୍କା 
ଖୀ ଝା" fafaataaA 
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ଅଫ ୧ଫଙଙ ୩୩ q%a 
ଷଝ ଖ୩ର୮ଧମଫ ମତୀ ମି 


Whether (at any given moment) 1! am 
in an aeroplane or in a railway train, 
whether | am in a ship, (boat etc.) or in a 
vehicle of any type, or | am at any place 
while performing a journey, may my mind 
remain saturated with profound devotion to 
(Lord) Jagannatha. 


So 
— 
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acadltcoH 
VANDANAASTAKAM 


( ୫ ) 
ଷ୍ବ ମୀଷ୍ଷ୍ ସା ଏ 
ଷର କା ନସ-ର୮: : 
“yqTe-qN-ଏର ସଗ 
ସନ ଅମ୍ମା ମଞ୍ଚ 


In the sublime Sreemandira (the local 
name of the temple of Lord Jagannatha 
in Puri) located on the summit of the Blue 
Hill, HE is seen seated. whose eyes are as 
broad as f{ully-blossomed lotuses. HE has 
no hands (but he is able to catch hold 
of things). He has no feet (but still he is 
able to move (like a person who has legs). 


At first, | bow down before HIM and 
offer my prayers 
NOTES : 


All this refers to Lord Jagannatha of 
Puri. The place where now stands the temple 
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of Jagannatha is the top of a hill known 
as Neela (Blue) giri (Hill), The upper 
portion of the hill has been chopped off to 
provide a base for a temple to be 
constructed. 

( ୧ ) 


ସଂ ମସ ( ଫମ୍ପା 

ସନ ୩୪ ଆବସ 
ମୀଖା ଷଷ ନଥ ସନ 
ସକ ସଂ ମଁ ଷ୍ୁଙଙଂବସୀ୩ମ୍‌ ! 

1 adore ( j.e, bow down and offer 
prayers) to Jagannatha who is the protector 
of all those who have none else to protect 
them or give them shelter (in times of 
calamity and affliction). | bow down and 
offer prayers to that Supreme Master who 
is known as Purushottama. | always bow 
down before HIM, who is known as 
Neelaadrinaatha ‘or the ovar-lord of the 


Blue Hill), t adore HIM who has taken 
the form of a wooden image. 
NOTES : 


‘Purushottama’ is another well known 
name of Jagannatha. 
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(0 


ସସ ପସ gମ-ଷୀଗ-ମ 
ସ୍ସ {ଆ ଝସ ଗ୍ରୀସ । 

ପଁ ଝା ୧ଅଖମୁ ଗା ସଂ 

ସକ ଷବ୩୩%- {ଙଧ୍ ଞ୍ଙ୍‌ ।। 


{ adore HIM, the pose of whose arms is 
indicative of an embrace { to any other person 
with love and affection ). | bow down and 
offer prayers to that Deva (deity), WHO dresses 
HIMSELF (on different festive occasions) in 
various ways (to look like many of his other 
manifestations and incarnations’. f bow down 
and offer prayers to that image which is known 
as Daaru-Brahma (which is only another name 
of Lord Jagannatha and which is popular 
among the devotees and the historians alike). 


( ¥ ) 


ଖସ ୩ ନ- CHU-MA SN 

ଆ ଝା —୩ aff 
ମନ ସୁର {ସଙଙ-ଝି ଆ 
ସଂ ଗମ୍ଚର୍ଗ ଝଙଷଙୁ-ଝୁସମ ॥ 
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! adore Deva Balabhadra, WHO looks 
terrific in order to protect HIS devotees ( from 
“he attacks of their adversaries). HE is seen 
seated (as- we stand before HIM) to our 
‘extreme) left on the Ratna-Vedee (or the 
@ised platform on which the deities are seated). 
41S body is white in colour and is also broad- 
ooking in shape, 


NOTES : 
He is to the extreme right of the R. V. 


( x ) 
ସତି {ସୁ ଷସ- ପଙ- ମ୍ୀଙ 
ଆ ବସମୀ-୩ଙ ଝଙ କ୦୮: । 
ଖ୍ମଙସ-ଷୀସ: ସଖ ନନ ୩ 
ଅଖୀଞୁଆୀ ସୁର୍ଷ-ଝଆ-ମ । 
| adore HIM ( i. e. Balabhadra ) whose 
image is bedecked with seven serpants (on 
the head), who is well known as Revatee- 
kaanta (because Revatee is the name of his 
wife’, WHO is an expression of Ananta ( the 
serpent SESHA ), WHO is also known as 
Kaamapaala and Halaayudha and who had 


killed many terrific demons (as Balararna, ihe 
elder brother of Sreekrishna). 
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( % ) 
ସଂ ଞଷହୀ ଧୁ { ଅର 
ଖ୍ଞaaat whaifa faz1 
aT qiffaspT dA—nal aT 
ଷ୮ ସଂନ୍ସୀଫୀସଙ-ଫଙ-ସ୩: ।। 


I adore Goddess Subhadra who fulfils 
the desires of those who worship HER and 
who is known as the sister of Laxmeepati 
or Jagannatha. (Jagannatha is Naraayana 
whose spouce is Laxmee), SHE is no other 
than Ambikaa (or Durgaa) according to the 
followers of the Taantrik ways of worship). 
Devotees who visit the Puri temple worship 
her, irrespective of their cult, creed and sect. 


(°) 
ସଂ ଷଷ୍ୀ କଖ 
ଆ {ସମସ କ୍ଙାଷମଥ 
ପୀ ଷର୍ସଦବ୍ସୀମଫ- ସଫା ସା 
ଅଧ ର ଖୁଆ ମମ୍ମୀ ଖମ୍ବ । 
I adore Goddess Subhadraa, WHO is only 


another form of (Lord) Brahmaa (the creator 
of the Universe as per the Purans or Hindu 
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mythology) and WHO is the embodiment of all 
the Goddesses (known to the Hindus). Times 
without number do 1 bow down and otfer 
prayers to Subhadraa, WHO is the (supreme) 
Mother (of the Universe). 


( = ) 
ସନି ସଂ ଦିସ୍‌ ଙଙ ତୁମ 
ଷୃଝ୍ବୀଜୀ ଥେ ମ୍ ସନ୍‌ 
fa୍ମୀୀତଷୀ କଏଓ୪ ତୁ 
୪୩ କ୍ଷସୀଷ-ଝୁଧ୍ଚଦ ସତ୍ବ | 


t adore the 4th Deva (on the Ratnavedee 
of the Puri Temple) always, WHO is known as 
Sudarshana, who is in the shape of a wheel 
(or disk) and WHO mows down or destroys 
completely the tree of (human) sins immediately 
after receiving the kind directive of Jagannatha 
for, Jagannatha destroys the foes of HIS 
devotees with the Sudarshana). 
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ATW-HdBHH 
SARANA SAPTAKAM 


(+ ) 
ମୀ -୩୩ମ-ଖଏ-ଷ-ସୁଖ-ଖଳ 
ମଧ-ଷୀରଖ ଏସ-ଅ୩ | 
ଷ ଧୀଷମପ ! ଝସସ-ଷଖ- 
ମାୀଖ୍ଖ ଗଗ ଅସ ।। 


Oh Purushottamma (alias Jagannatha)! 
you are the best and the most exalted among 
all the Gods (known to the Hindu world). The 
azure waters of the sea (i.e, the Bay of Bengal) 
looking like the clear blue sky above, wash 
your lotus feet (with the waves). You have 
your abode on the Blue Hill ‘(known as 
Neelaadri). 


NOTES : 


The temple of Lord Jagannatha stands 
on a hillock known as Neelaadri or Neelag#i 
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right on the Bay of Bengal in Puri in Orissa. 
The waves of the Bay of Bengal, therefore, 
are conceived as washing the feet of the Lord 
as the temple is very close to the sea-shore, 


( ୧ ) 


faa a4 {୩a u—ଶଖ 
ସଖି ଅଷୀ 

ଞ୍ମ୍ପଖ୍ଞ ! ଖସୃଖଖମୀାସ ସ୍ୟ 
ଖସ ୍ୀମଷମଙଙୀଙ୍ପ ॥। 

Oh Jagannatha } you are like the most 
brilliant crest-jewel among the “Rasikas’’ (or 
highly accomplished and cultured persons as 
has been described by poets without number), 
Those, who approach you (with devotion) 
get your blessings. Oh humanbeings! if you 
are physically ill or psychologically afflicted, 
(then) approach the Lord and get yourself rid 
of all your physical ailments and mental! 


agonies. 


( ଛ ) 
ପୁଷ ସଙ ସ-ଆଷଖଝଖ୍ନ-ମଫମ 
ଏସବ ଖସ {ମପ । 
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ସସମ୍ତି ୍ର୍-ଖ-ଆକମ-ଏସମ 
ସୀ ଷଙସନ୍ୟସଥେୟ 


Oh’ Lordi Your broad and circular eyes 
resemble (two) fully-blossmed lotuses. Those, 
who look at your eyes get their sins washed 
away and this is the special feature of your 
eyes. | realise that in the material world, 
wealth, blood:-relations or friendship, vehicles 
and buildings are all transitory (though the 
common-man is deeply interested in them). 
A look at your eyes is of eternal value in 
washing away our sins. 


( ¥ ) 
ଧଏଗ- ଷ୍କ d-TSH-PeT- 
ସୁଖ କ୍ତ ଖା । 
ଅତ ବକ୍ୀଞ୍ସ-ମ୍ପଙ {ସ୍ତ 
ରତୀ ସାରସ: ଓ 
It is well known that if the culture of 
India is likened to a lotus, the central bud like 
portion (calyx) of fhe flower may be compared 


to the land of Utkal, (also known as Kalinga), 
where stands your temple, Here, in Utkal, every, 
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particle of dust is safurated with honey like 
sweet) ideologies, conducive to human good 
inits widest sense. 


( ¥ ) 
ଆ ସ୍ବାଣ୍ୀଷ୍- ଡ୍‌ - 
୪ଟ ସା ଝ୍କାସ୍ସଙ୍ତୀ | 
ଞବ-ନଧଙୁମ ! ଫୁ କ୍ଷ 
ମଥ ମଷ-ଙ 


Oh’ Lord Jagannatha ! you are like the 
Kalpadruma (the devine tree jin heaven, 
capabie of fulfilling the desires of those who 
approach it with folded hands) even to the 
Gods. The Present-day world has become. 
very much polluted and we see the 
manifestation of devilish propencities 
(So, | pray\,Let your gracious principle of‘peace 
and good-will’ spread in all directions. 


( % ) 


ଜ୍ଞ ମୀନ ସୁ 
ଖତ ଜମୟଙ-ମ୍ଙବ 1 
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ଥର ଲୀ ସତ କଷା 
%  -M-ମ୩Taଳ-ଅT5 


Oh Human beings ! Awake Oh (my) 
mind |! Awake. Let the name of Lord 
Jagannatha gain immense popularity in this 
Kaliyuga. Let Srikshetra (another name of Puri, 
where the Lord dwells) be the first sacred 
place (in the world, where, any human being 
may get rid of all sorts of fears, arising out 
of the Kaliyuga (characterised by the 
predominance of sinful desires and action) 


(୪) 
ନ Te-ମଥ-ମଙ- 1୧୩-୩ ମ- 
ଷଖଷସ ଆତ ମୁମ୍ଭମ୍ବ । 
ବି ୍ୀମ୍ ! ମ୍ପ ସୀସା ଧସ- 
ନଖ ମୀ ୪ ସୁମ 
Oh my mind ! if you really desire to crush 
your (mental) enemies (such as evil- desire, 
infatuation, egoism, anger etc ), (then) do not 
be plunged into grief. Go to (the holy land of 


Neelaachala (i.e Puri, where, dwells the Lord) 
and implore HIS mercy. 
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HoldTtcoH 
BHAJANAASTAKAM 


( ୨ ) 


ଷଖଫଙ-ମଖଗ୍ଏ-ୁT ୩6 
ସଂକର ଝଗ-୩ ୩୦୩୦: । 
ସ୍ଧୀ ଜମସୀଧ ଝଖ ରତ 
ଖୀ ଗମ ୪ଞ୍ତ ଝି ମମ୍ୟ ” ॥ 


Neelaachala (i, e. the modern pilgrimcity 
of Puri in Orissa) is a famous Centre of 
pilgrimage where the most exalted of the gods, 
known widely as Lord Jagannatha, has HIS 
abode. In reality, HE is Brahma of the 
Upanishads as HE is actually known as Daaru 
Brahma or Brahma in a wooden frame). 


NOTES : 


The temple of lord Jegannatha is 
located in the pilgrim-city of Puri (more 
correctly, Puree, which is an abbreviation of 
‘Jagannatha-Puree’ or the city of Lord 
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Jagannaatha\, Every year, in Juns-July, of the 
Lord is physically taken out of the main temple, 
seated on a gorgiously decorated chariot and 
pulled by thousands of pilgrims in an Ocean 
of human beings. Lord Jagannatha is known 
as Daaru Brahma, because, though his image 
is fabricated out of a log of wood (of 
margosa or Neem) still, there is some thing 
mysterious kept in a sealed casket in a cavity 
in the central portion of the image (which may 
be compared with the heart of a human body). 
Despite laborious researches, non has been 
able to know as to what exactly this object is. 
{t is belived to represent Brahma or the 
transcendental! consciousness of Hindu 


philosophy. 
( ଛ ) 


aSTGT ଖୀ 2 
ଲଷୀସଷ୍ ପଞ୍ୀଞ ଝା ସକ । 
ଆ aA TATA Aan 
ଅଁ ଷର ୍ ଝି ଗୀ ଷ 
Oh my mind ! think deeply of HIM (i. e. 


Lord Jagannatha) WHO, in the month of 
Aashaadha (June-July, every year, is seen 
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seated on a chariot which looks like a ship 
when it moves (i.e. is physically pulled) in an 
ocean of human beings (i.e. pilgrims, who 
congregate in Puri to see the famous Car- 
festival of the Lord), WHO is known as 
Vaamana (when HE is on the chariot on 
that occasion and WHO is conceived (as 
per the traditional way of worship) as Lord 
Suryaie the Sun (commonly adored as the 
Sun-God by the Hindus). 


( ¥ ) 


ଧହୀ-ଗଞହ ଆ ଷଅ ୪ଅଓଙାଷ 
ଅ: ଅମ୍ୀମବଷୀଙ୍କ ସ୍ର । 
ସଖୀ ଷଙ୍-ସମ୍ହଖ ଝଖୋ 

ଷଖ୍ୀମ ଗଁ ଞ୍ଚ ବି ମମ ନ 1 


Oh my mind ! think deeply of HIM, WHO 
repairs to the Snaana Vedi (for ceremonious 
worship) with Subhadraa (HIS Sister) and 
Balabhadra (HIS elder brother) in the month 
of Jyestha (May-June, every year), WHO is 
worshipped by more than a hundred thousand 
devotees (on that occasion) and WHO is 
dressed like an elephant (in as much as his 
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face looks like the face of an elephant 
with two wide ears and the trunk.—as 
we see on the face of an elephant ) 


NOTES: 


The story goes that a great devotee 
to Lord Ganapati of South India visited Puri 
but did not like to go to the temple as 
the presiding deity (i.e. Jagannatha) was not 
Ganapati, whom only he used to worship. 
Somehow, he was prevailed upon to see the 
Lord and when he went there and focussed 
his eyes on Jagannatha, he suddenly exclaimd, 
‘well, here is Ganapati before me and where 
is your Jagannatha ?” From that time, on 
that particular date, Jagannatha is dressed 
like Ganapati (with his elephant - face.) 
It is not at all unusual for devotees to 
go only to those temples where idols/images/ 
icons of that particular God-hood are 
worshipped, who, according to them (the 
devotees,) is the highest object of worship. 
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(xv) 


ପୀ {ଇସ ଷଷ ମଦ 
ସମଷେଷ ଏର୪ୁ ସ୍ବଂସମ୍ୟଷେ | 
ଘଆୀୟଙ ଅଧ ଆଞ୪ୁ: ଷଧ 

ଅସ ଝଁ ମ୍ମ ଝି ମମ ଆ 


Oh my mind! think always deeply of HIS image 
(appearance) WHO repairs to the extensive 
tank called Narendra (located in the heart 
of the city of Puri) at night, for several days, 
during the summer months (i.e.), when a 
grand local festival, known as the ‘Chandan 
Yaatraa’’ is celebrated {ever year). 


NOTES : 

The Chandan Yaatraa is held for 21 days 
during the months of Vaishaakha-Jyestha every 
year. A proxy (representative image) of Lord 
Jagannatha is taken out every night ina 
grand . procession and after a little cruise in 
the ‘‘tiny-lake’’ and after the traditional way of 
worship there, the function concludes and 
the “proxy” ‘returns by midnight to the main 
temple ceremoniously (amidst drum-beating, 
fireworks eto.). 
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( x ) 

ସ୍ାଖୀସଅାମ ଷଞୁ ଝାଖରୀଙ 

ଅମ୍ତଷୀ ମଖ୧-ଷୀଷଷସ । 

ମୁ ଖତ ଅହଂ [ସୁ ଅଥ ଖୀଙୀ 

୩ ଗଂଙ୍ଙଙ ହମ ଝି ଅମ ମା 

Oh my mind { adore HIM with deep 

devotion, WHO, at the end of winrer fo every 
year) repairs to the Dola-Vedi (outside the 
temple enclosure) that looks beautiful on 
account of a number of stone-images {of gods 
goddesses etc.) fitted to the walls, all around, 
There, HE is worshipped as (Lord) Govinda and 
huge crowds congregate there to see his 
“Leelaa” (i. e. his playful activities as per the 
details found in puranic literature). 


( ଝ ) 
ଆ ସା {ଖବେ {ମଧୁ ଅଷ୍ାମ 
୩ ଙ୍ଗ ଏମୁ ଗଧୁ-ଦ୍‌ସସମୀୁ 4 
aT ସୁଙ୍ଷୀaଙ୍Ta 
ଷଷୀଝମୀଧ ଧା ଗଁ ମମୀ ମା 
On my mind ! adore HIM with deep 
devotion, WHO, on particular days or special 
occasions puts on the dresses of various gods 
(i. e. on each occasion, HE looks [like a 
36 
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particular God) WHO is very much fond of 
flower-gardens and ‘Tulasee’ leaves and WHO 
is also the Lord of the universe. 


NOTES : 


Tulasee is a sacred plant, the leaves of 
which are offered to Lord Vishnu. 


( ଓ ) 
ସହସା ସଙପଙ-ବଷ 
ଦୀ ଞହ୍ମ ସଂ {ଆଡୁ - ୩୫୮ । 
ଖ୍‌ ଞସଙପଧମମ (ଅମ 
ପସର ସଁ ମୱ-ଅ୍ମମୁମ 


I bow down (with devotional fervour) and 
offer prayers to Lord Balabhadra, WHO is Lord 
Rudra (the cosmic destroyer) in another form, 
to Subhadraa who is Lord Brahmaa (the cosmic 
creator in another form), to Lord Jagannatha 
who is Lord Vishnu (the cosmic sustainer in 
another form) and a!so to Sudarsana, who 
looks terrific while engaged in the destruction 
of enemies (of the dovotees of the ‘Trio’ 
mentioned above. The word ‘Aja’, here means 
Lord Vishnu.. 
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(=) 
ଷ୍ଞଅ-ବର୍ଷୀ-ଅଏ-¶ ଆର 
ଅମଅ-ଷଡ୍‌୍ୱୁଙ-T gota 
ଶଞ୍ପସ-ଅଞୀଝଅ-ସସୀସୀ 
ଷମ୍ପୀଙ-ଵଏ ଓଁ ବଟ୍‌ 11 


Oh my mind ! bow down (with devotional 
fervour) and take shelter in Lord Jagannatha 
who protects the seekars of shelter at HIS louts 
feet, who is the synthesis of all the Gods, 
Goddesses and the celebrated divinitees (of 
the Hindus), who is the synthesis of all the 
categories of worship, known to the Indians, 
namely Vedic, Tantric, Puranic and Saavara) 
and who is also the synthesis of the various 
schools of religious phylosophy, known to the 
Indians. 
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iacddTtcenH 
CHINTANAASTAKAM 


( + ) 
laa ମମ faTa 
ପେ ଥmfଙ୍ଏ-କଵ୍ବ 
ଅ: ଝର କସ {ରସସa: 
ଖସ ସସୀଷgୁ 


I think fervently of Lord Jagannatha 
always WHO, with HIS (two) eyes as wide as 
the (fully-blossomed) lotuses, is seen seated 
in the sacred chamber (i, e. sanctum) of a 
sublime temple, built on the summit of the 
Biue Hill (which is another name of Puri, (now) 
in as much as the legendary king Indradyumna 
built a massive temple for the Lord on the 
summit of a blue-capped hillock, the upper 
portion of which was cut off to provide a 
platform for the temple to be built and the 
modern city of Puri’ spreads all around the 
temple area) 
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( ୧ ) 


qeaTg: AAA NAKA 
ଖୀନେଚୀ ଶର -ଚୁମ( 
gaya HERAT ITT 
ରତ ସଁ ଜ୍ସୀଷଞ୍ଷୁ୍ଷୟଙକ । 


{ think fervently of Lord Jagannatha 
whose elder brother, Balabhadra, is well 
known for his tremendous capacity to per 
form terrible acts (for the good of his 
devotees, when necessary), who is Lord 
Rudra himself, who holds the plough (as 
his weapon and who wields it against his 
adversaries) and is, therefore, known as 
Halaayudha (literally), one whose weapon 
(aayudha) is the plough (hala) and who 
is affectionate towards those who ‘have 
profound devotion in HIM. 


( ଃ ) 


ଧକ ଞୃଷ ଥୀ 
{ଜଫଜର ଅଆ ସସ କା 
ଏଷ ନ ସୀ ମ୍ବ ଅଆ 
ର୍ଷ ସଁ ଜସ୍‌ । 
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I think fervently of Lord Jagannatha, to 
whose right (inthe sanctum of the temple) 
is seen seated (Goddess) Subhadraa, WHO 
is no other than (goddess) Sakti herself, who 
is a paragon of beauty and who is well-known 
as the SISTER of the Lord (Jagannatha). 


(¥ ) 


ସ୍ଫ ସ୍ସ ¬ ଅସ୍‌ ସମ 
ଗମ ଏଷ ଅଆ ସ୩୮୪ । 
ଖଞଏ ମୀ ଷଷ୍ଟ ସଂ 
ସୀଖ୍ୀନୁମ୍ଂଧ ସହ ଅ୍ୀସଂଙ ॥ 


1 think deeply of Lord Jagannatha, 
who is known as Neetaadrinaatha (in as 
much as HE has HIS abode on the 
Neelaadri or (thé Blue Hill) along with 
Sudarsana (who is also worshipped on the 
Ratnavedee in the sanctum of the main 
temple). HE is adored by the Gods (of the 
heaven) who are themselves adorable. HE 
is no other than Brahma (the all-perveding 
sou! or the param-brahma) HIMSELF, even 
though HIS body is materially wooden). He 
is dressed in a number of ways: (to ‘look 
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like several Gods of the Hindu pantheon as 
detailed in the Purans). 


( x ) 


ଜୀଞ୍ଷୀଙୀପ୍ୀଖ କଟ 
ଳର ହକସଏ ସବଆଞ୍‌ । 
{କୁଶ ମସଦଝଞକଙ 
ସୀଖୀରତ୍ଧ ସମ୍ପ 


1 think fervently of the Lord of the 
Neelagiri (Blue-Hill) who is the Presiding Deity 
of the Sankha-kshetra (which is another name 
of Puri), who gives shelter to'the ‘needy, who 
is affectionate towards his devotees, who 
gives protection to people who suffer from 
worldy fears, who is admirable (for his qualities) 
and who changes his body preiodically during 
the Navakalevara (and the exact date of which 
is fixed according a traditional way of 
astronomical calculation). 


NOTES : 
According to the Purans, Lord Vishnu 


(the cosmic sustainer) holds four objects in 
his four hands, namely, a Sankha (conch-shell), 
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a Chakra (disk), a Gadaa (mace) and a Padma 
(iotus), Keeping this in view, four areas of 
Orissa in the coastal belt were designated as 
follows (in some Puranic works of the medieval 
period). 


1. Sankha Kshetra Puri , 
2, Chakra - Kshetra Bhubaneswar 
3. Padma—kKshetra ... Konark 


4, Gadaa— Kshetra ... Jajapur 


New Body Ceremony :; 


The wooden images are replaced by new 
ones, once in 8 to 19 years. This takes place 
exactly in that year when there are two months 
of Aashaadha in one calenderical year. 


( ଝ ) 
DTNTCATA “qgTE” HIT 
` ସଷିଞ୍ ସମ {ସଂଖମ୍ପାମା: 
sg feaT-af-ମଷ-ଷୀ 
୩୪ ଧି ଗମ୍‌ ଷର ଅମ । 
Always do { think ferventhy of all the 


deities (in the Puri temple) WHO, seated 
on -gorgiously decorated chariots, go 
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to the Vedi (raised platform) of the garden- 
house of the Lord, known as the Gundichaa- 
ghar, inthe month of Aashaadha (June-July) 
every year, The chariots are pulled along the 
main road of the city, known popularly, as the 
Bada Daanda tliterally, the ‘broad-road’ or the 


grand road). 
(୪) 
sa fa-ବପ-୨ମଖ 
“qa -ମୁଷମ ମୁତ । 
ngsae-gfeu-T- 
ଝଂ୩u୍ଙ ସଁ ୱବ୍ ଅମ । 


1 remember always that particular Purusha 
(or the all-pervading soul, who is popularly 
known as Lord Jagannatha) fervently, who 
feels “feasted and fed’’ to hear the mellifituous 
“GEETA GOVINDA” (of Jayadeva;,, who is 
deeply delighted in the performance of the 
Maahaaree dance (that is performed by mid- 
night in the Puri temple for the entertainment 
of the deities) and (lastly) whose (daily) 
worship includes the offering of the ‘Mahaa- 
prasaada’ (i. e. the food of that name offered 
to the deities in the Puri temple including 
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boiled-rice, vegetable dishes and varieties of 
confections and delicacies). 


NOTES : 


There is a story that after the Geeta Govinda 
was written by Jayadeva (of international fame 
now), Lord Jagannatha developed in HIMSELF 
a wonderful fascination to hear it and, there- 
fore, portions of the Geeta Govinda, by mid- 
night daily, are being recited as a rule (Vidhi or 
Neeti) for several centuries past. Similarly, items 
of a dancing systam known as the Maahaaree 
dance, are also presented in the Dancing Hall 
of the temple which can be seen from the dias 
(Ratnavedee) on which the deities are seated. 
The ‘now-famous’ Orissee dance owes it; 
origin to this Maahaaree dance of the Puri 
temple. 

{fz ) 


\ 
ଆଶ ସ୍ମ୍ରଧଙ ନଃ ମୁ 
ଓଥଧିଖ ଆସ ପ୍ତ 
ସସ୍‌ ଷ୍କ ଙ-ମୀଖ ଗନ 
{ମମ୍‌ ଷ ଅମସଷ-କ(୩୩୦୪୩ ॥ 
I beg with devotiona! fervour that the 
lotus feet of (Lord} Jagannatha be placed on 
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my head and that a few drops of water that 
washes his body (daily) fall into my mouth®. 1 
also solicit (before the Lord of the Universe) 
that the Blue-wheel (known as Neelachakra) 
found on the top of ‘he loity temple of 
Jagannatha- may cut to pieces (and thus totally 
destroy): all my sins including those accu- 
milated from my previous birth. 


NOTES : 


(1) This is known as “Paadodaka". 
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ସୁଞ୩ତଙ୍‌ 


At page 6, the caption of the Poem 


has been printed as waara-surd-catorm | This 


is worng. It should be —waat4 Td: TaC0n 


g5oTEE: 4 
6 ସମା 
14 9 
20 3 
22 18 
29 9 
29 ।ଏ4 
38 9 

38 ଏ4 


a ‘ମା, 


TTF Jer 
HM ATATATTH T Td:- aCe 
ଙ fara 
ଝିଆ ଏ 
fa ର୍ଷ 
devine divine 


Propencities Propensities 
divinitees divinities 
Phylosophy Philosophy 


In some cases, the ‘a’ of the words at the 
end of the 2nd or 4th lines has been printed 


This is regretted, The mistake in the 


spelling of some sibilants is also regretted, 
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Other Sanskrit books by the author (in the press) 


rr 


ନଖ ବ୍ୟା ସପ୍ନ 
wHSH-A GT 

ମସା ସତତୋୀ-ସ୍ମନବ 
RICE 
ସ୍ଏସମଏସମ୍‌ 

ଅେଷ-୩ ଏକ୍‌ 
୩୩ -ମ ARTA T 
Aga T-THFATAT 
atla-mfeasୀ 

MATA Fa-weTarat 
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sfla.aRad: 


(qezraa-faar-a0urai add -qftza-at~ 
HlarsaAErATTT FAST: ) 


sear sragammagar M.A., D.Ed. At Present 
Professor and Head of the Dept. of Tourism 
and - Travel Management, Reg. College of 
Management, P.o. Bhubaneswar; Director, SK. 
Post Graduate (Oriya) Coaching Centre, 
Bhubaneswar 2 and President, Vishva Sanskrit 
Pratisthanam (Orissa Branch) etc. Formerly 
(37: a=) fifa wagrlaaet Misantas: NEN 
udrsrcmt Chief Tourist Guide, Deputy Director, 
Tourism; Deputy Director, Culture (Orissa 
Govt) wmisn-ur w-7epals Hg HE aralus- 
(sf 7)- Taal Aas: HINT HATE ag 
WEN I-17 fgu-u pa -ଷମୀସୀକୀୀ ଶଇଳ ସୀଞା-ଷର 
ଖେ ag azxazarlas (ntas) HATE Tar ( Yo 
ହୁ ିଆଆ ମୈ) । ସହ ଷର Maes tarsal Ha nec 
faaata afaa: (scare) 


ଖୀ: ୨) ଖଇ ୮:, 3) ସାୀ- a, 
2) ଆଏ: ୪) {ସଞ୍ସମ୍-ନାମଞମଫଙ:, 4) ଏଳଞ ଖୀ, 
ହ୍‌) ୟea-ଷବd, ଓ) କାଞଖ4S:, =) ଏଏଅ-{4ଏ: । 
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